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OVERVIEW

Illustration Apps

In this exercise, we will take a look at three of today’s most commonly used iPad 

Illustration apps. Users have posted positive, negative, and constructive reviews 

on Apple’s App Store. These reviews give developers an understanding of what 

is working for their users and what needs to be modified. After gathering varied 

opinions, I will be more informed on each app’s design and capabilities from a 

user’s perspective. This research will enable me to craft two Point Of View (POV) 

statements for each app, using the following format:

__________________ needs __________________ because __________________ .[User . . . (descriptive)] [need . . . (verb)] [insight. . . (compelling)]

Procreate ArtStudio ProAutodesk 

SketchBook Pro

https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/stage-2-in-the-design-thinking-process-define-the-problem-and-interpret-the-results
https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/stage-2-in-the-design-thinking-process-define-the-problem-and-interpret-the-results
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Summary

Loved by creative professionals and aspiring artists 

alike, Procreate us the leading creative application 

made for iPad. 

Offering hundreds of handmade brushes, a suite of 

innovative artistic tools, an advanced layer system, 

and the lightning fast Valkyrie graphics engine, 

Procreate gives you everything you need to create 

expressive sketches, rich paintings, gorgeous 

illustrations and beautiful animations. Work on the 

couch, on the train, at the beach, or while waiting in 

line for coffee. It’s a complete art studio you can take 

anywhere; packed with powerful features. 

Apple App Store Description

Cost: $9.99; Only available on iPad

Developer: Savage Interactive

Procreate is a raster graphics editor app for digital 

painting developed and published by Savage 

Interactive for iOS and iPadOS. Designed in 

response to the artistic possibilities of the iPad,  

it was launched on the App Store in 2011.

Wikipedia Description

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/procreate/id425073498
https://procreate.art/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procreate_(software)
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Summary

At Autodesk, we believe creativity starts with  

an idea. From quick conceptual sketches to fully 

finished artwork, sketching is at the heart of the 

creative process. You never know when a great  

idea will strike, so access to fast and powerful 

creative sketching tools is an invaluable part  

of any creative process.

For this reason, we are excited to announce that  

the fully featured version of SketchBook is now  

FREE for everyone!

SketchBook Pro, also referred to as SketchBook,  

is a raster graphics software application intended  

for expressive drawing and concept sketching.  

It was first developed by Alias Systems Corporation, 

before being acquired by Autodesk.

Apple App Store Description

Wikipedia Description

Free;  Desktop and mobile available

Developer: Autodesk, Inc.

https://sketchbook.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/autodesk-sketchbook/id883738213
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autodesk_SketchBook_Pro
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Summary

Introducing ArtStudio Pro, the most powerful 

painting and photo editing app available for both 

iOS and macOS. The successor to our famous 

ArtStudio app has been redesigned bringing 

many new features and improvements taking full 

advantage of the latest technologies Metal, iCloud 

Drive, Apple Pencil, and optimized for 64-bit  

multi-core processors to achieve the smoothest 

possible workflow.

Hundreds of assets are included and users have 

the ability to import resources in the most popular 

formats (ABR, TPL, PAT, GRD, ASE, ACO) giving 

instant access to millions of brushes, patterns, 

gradients, color swatches and fonts. It will boost 

your creativity and help you bring your ideas to life 

quickly and easily.

Apple App Store Description

Cost: $11.99; Desktop and mobile  
available only for Apple devices

Developer: Lucky Clan

https://www.luckyclan.com/apps/artstudio-ipad
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/artstudio-pro/id1244142051
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POV STATEMENTS

Procreate

Users that produce detailed 

projects over a longer period 

need access to their entire edit 

history because work can easily be 

destroyed or deleted permanently 

with no restorative capabilities.

Autodesk SketchBook Pro

Users that want to export their 

work on transparent backgrounds 

need Portable Network Graphic 

(PNG) capabilities because other 

apps and software are sought 

out to perform this step, which 

interrupts the creative process.

ArtStudio Pro

Users that want their creative 

experience to be suitable for  

them and seamless need  

a customizable user interface 

because other illustration apps 

offer this feature which makes  

the process more workable  

and enjoyable for artists.
Users that utilize Procreate 

regularly need access to external 

or cloud-based storage because 

Procreate projects require a lot  

of memory and can easily max  

out iPad storage.

Users that use multiple layers  

and want to export a file with  

their layers intact need more  

layer functionality because 

SketchBook offers limited  

layers based on file size and  

only exports flattened images. 

Users that want to create 

animations need animation 

features because, at a higher  

cost, ArtStudio does not offer 

animation capabilities while  

other illustration apps do. 


